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A Six-Step Approach to Curriculum Design1  

 

1. Problem Identification and General Needs Assessment 

Define the problem that will be addressed by the curriculum (Table 2.1 Thomas). 

Identify how it is currently being addressed (Table 2.2 Thomas). 

Identify how it should be addressed (Table 2.2 Thomas). 

2. Targeted Needs Assessment 

Identify the targeted learners. 

Identify the relevant information (content) about the learners and the learning environment 
(Table 3.1 Thomas). 

Identify the methods (Table 3.2 Thomas) you used to answer the questions in Table 3.1. 

Identify the specific overall program goals addressed by the curriculum i.e., (the UME, GME 
or CME program goals). 

3. Goals and Objectives 

State the overall goal(s) of the curriculum. 

Write the learning objectives of the curriculum. Use the verbs provided in the “Taxonomy 
of objectives” and begin with the statement, “Upon completing this curriculum, the learners 
should be able to: _________. “ 
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4. Educational Strategies 

List the content to be covered in order, and identify the learning objectives each item of 
content relates to. 

Identify the educational methods (teaching strategies [ex: discussion] and formats [ex: small 
groups]) (Tables 5.2 and 5.3 Thomas) to meet each learning objective. Specify BOTH 
teaching strategies and formats for each objective. 

List how you will evaluate the achievement of each learning objective.  

5. Implementation 

Identify the assistance required to implement the curriculum (Table 6.1 Thomas). 

6. Curriculum Evaluation  

How does the curriculum contribute to the training program’s objectives?  

Consider completing Table 7.1 Thomas for formative/summative evaluations at the 
curriculum level.  
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